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jilting of John Grey by Alice Vavasor, is chiefly interesting to the
reader as introducing for the first time Lady Glencora, wife of the
Plantagenet Palliser, who becomes Duke of Omnium. The love-
impulse of Lady Glencora toward the handsome ne'er-do-well,
Burgo Fitzgerald, and the Stirrings of desire felt by Plantagenet
Palliser for the empty loveliness of Lady Dumbello form the ironic
overture to a married life which dominates five succeeding novels
and shows no second sign of even conceivable collapse.
Phineas Finn and its direct sequel, Phineas Rjedux, are definitely
novels of political life. Just as Trollope was interested in the social
prestige of the clergy and not in their professed religion, so he
concentrates in these and other political novels on the social back-
ground of Parliament and on the great influence of women over
place and ambition, content merely to indicate the policies and
measures of the various cabinets which come and go. It results
from this preoccupation with political society and this indifference
to political theory that the two chronicles of Phineas (and The Prime
Minifter also) can only with difficulty be treated as romans-a-cU*
Suggestions have been made toward identification of the principal
characters, but only two of these did Trollope himself endorse.
He admitted that the Tory leader Daubeny was Disraeli (then in
opposition to Gladstone) and that Turnbull was John Bright; but
would not agree that in "Lord Chiltern" he was drawing Lord
Hartington (afterward the eighth Duke of Devonshire) or that
Gresham was a blend of the character of Peel with the position of
Gladstone. Monk and Plantagenet Palliser were certainly imagin-
ary. Phineas Finn himself had a dual inspiration. Physically he
was Joe Parkinson, an English journalist who married a million-
aire's daughter and became a wealthy director of companies;
intellectually and politically he was John Pope Hennessy, a young
Irish politician of brilliant parts who was a protege* of Disraeli and
married the daughter of Sir Hugh Low.1
The Prime Minifter draws the portrait of Plantagenet Palliser, now
Duke of Omnium and first minister of the Crown. Trollope put
much loving care into this delineation of "a perfect gentleman"
and of his so feminine wife. "If" he says "Plantagenet Palliser
be not a gentleman, then am I unable to describe one. The Duchess
(Lady Glencora) is by no means a perfect lady; but if she be not
all over a woman, then am I not able to describe a woman."
1 This fact was recorded by T. P. O'Connor in TJP/j and Casstll's Weekly,
June 5